
Why the Digital Rights Statement Matters 
 
Securing the Future of Memory Institutions in the Digital Age 

Libraries, archives, and museums (memory institutions) are crucial for preserving our 
collective intellectual heritage and democratizing access to information. They provide 
essential resources for creators and future generations. However, in today's digital world, their 
ability to fulfill this mission is challenged by outdated laws and restrictive commercial practices. 
The "Statement on Digital Rights for Protecting Memory Institutions Online" advocates for 
extending memory institutions' traditional offline rights into the digital sphere. Without these 
fundamental digital rights, memory institutions risk becoming bystanders in the digital age. 
 

The Four Essential Digital Rights: 

The Statement outlines four core principles memory institutions must be able to exercise: 

1. The Right to Collect 

• Challenge: Much information remains undigitized, limiting access, while digital 
materials are often "locked up in commercial platforms that unduly restrict" memory 
institutions, hindering their ability to collect for future generations. 

• What Needs to Change: Institutions must have the right to acquire digital materials, 
whether by digitizing physical collections, purchasing on the open market, or other 
legal means. They cannot face "undue burdens or predatory contracts stifling their 
collection" efforts. 

 

2. The Right to Preserve 

• Challenge: Digital materials are susceptible to decay and obsolescence, making 
long-term access uncertain without explicit preservation rights. 

• What Needs to Change: Memory institutions must be able to "preserve digital 
materials, and where necessary repair, back up, or reformat them, to ensure their 
long-term existence and availability". 

 

3. The Right to Provide Controlled Access 

• Challenge: Providing online access to digital materials is legally ambiguous and 
often restricted by commercial platforms. 

• What Needs to Change: Memory institutions must be able to "provide controlled 
access to digital materials for advanced research techniques and to patrons where 
they are—online". 

 

4. The Right to Cooperate 

• Challenge: Collaboration among institutions is vital for preservation and access, but 
digital licensing often prohibits sharing. 

• What Needs to Change: Memory institutions should be able to "cooperate with other 
memory institutions, by sharing or transferring digital collections, so as to aid 
preservation and access". 

 

Why These Reforms Matter 

Without securing these digital rights, memory institutions risk being unable to safeguard our 
intellectual heritage, support researchers, or ensure democratic access to information. 
These rights simply restore the freedoms and responsibilities memory institutions have 
always had, updated for the digital world. 
 

 



Join the Call 

The Statement calls upon policymakers worldwide to secure the essential public role of 
libraries, archives, and museums and to adopt these principles into local, regional, and 
national laws. Governments, memory institutions, and other public interest organizations are 
invited to endorse the statement. 
 
By acting now, we can protect our shared digital memory and ensure that memory 
institutions continue to serve their vital public mission for generations to come 
 
Our Future memory 
https://ourfuturememory.org  
campaigns@internetarchive.eu  
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